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faith and assure them concerning myself.
The priests could not wish for a better opportunity to spread the-
Gospel in Hindustan. Political advantages of acceptance of ths
invitation were also taken into account. The selection of Aqua-
viva* for leadership was an indication of the importance the Portu-
guese placed on the work of the mission; he was young, scholarly,
dedicated and one whose ambition was to court martyrdom in the
cause of Christianity.
The mission reached Fatehpur in March 1579, following forty-
three days' hazardous journey from Goa. The reception Akbar
gave them was warm and fully in keeping with their status as-
representatives of a foreign power. Residential accommodation for
the three was found within the palace compound itself. Permis-
sion was given them to build a chapel of their own, and to carry
on their religious practices without fear. For weeks Akbar met
them nearly every day in the hall of private audience. The port*
raits of Jesus Christ and Virgin Mary, presented to him by
Aquaviva, were received with a touching show of reverence. The
missionaries also presented to the Emperor a copy of the Bible
which originally belonged to the kings of Portugal. Akbar placed
the holy book on his head, kissed it with the humility of a searcher
after knowledge, and ordered the premier artist of his court, the
famed Abdul Samad Khan** to get copies of the text made for
distribution among the ulema.
The missionaries were elated at their initial success. Conversion
of Akbar, whom Monserrate described as the greatest living,
monarch in the world, to Christianity looked to them imminent.
Their despatches to Goa spoke of Akbar's disillusionment with the
religion of his birth, and gave highly exaggerated accounts of the
"disrespect in which Islam is held at the court." Wishful thinking
could not have been instrumental in the invention of greater
falsehoods than did Aquaviva and his deputy Monserrate. They
*Father Ridolfo Aquaviva was younger son of the Duke of Atri, one of
the most influential dignitaries in the Kingdom of Naples. He was born in
1550.
**Khwaja Abdul Samad of Shiraz, an artist of rare talents, was known
as Shirin Kalam. A boyhood friend of Humayun, he was appointed
Master of the Mint by Akbar following his return from Rajputana in.
1576.